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Message from the Principal
Happy New Year!

Thank you for making time to read the Winter edition of the O’Dea Today and
familiarize yourself with all the exciting things happening throughout our school
community. I hope you will enjoy reading about the academic achievements, campus
ministry events, athletic competitions, and exciting co-curricular activities happening
at O’Dea.
 
As we begin our second academic semester I find myself once again impressed with
how much we accomplish throughout the year. It is inspiring for me to see our
students learning and growing together as young men. The integration of our core
principles of character, faith, and service impart values that will shape subsequent
life choices about family, professional ethics, church involvement, and care of those
marginalized by poverty and injustice. The young men at O'Dea consistently respond
to the invitation to be brothers to one another and recognize the importance of
becoming leaders in an ever-changing world. 
 
It is a great joy for me as Principal to see the collaboration and dedication
demonstrated by our school community members. Thank you for your continued
support. Planning efforts are well underway for the POSH Auction Gala on March 18,
2017. I am confident that bringing this time-honored tradition home to O’Dea will
provide us all with reason to celebrate. 

Go Irish!

Jim Walker
Principal
Character. Faith. Service.

Events Calendar
Important Dates to Remember  

February 17th -18th - State Swim & Dive 
February 17th -18th - State Wrestling 
February 24th - 26th - Drama Production 
March 18th - POSH Gala Auction 

Click here to view the full O’Dea calendar!

Please join us for the 2017 POSH Gala Auction!
  

Come out and cheer on our Irish Wrestlers! 

Academics
NW Catholic Magazine - Student of the Month 

Congratulations to senior, Dominique Gates on being
named November 2016 NW Catholic Student of the Month.

Dominique “is considered the best leader and role model on
campus,” said nominator John O’Neill, "and was elected
School Captain." A member of the baseball, football and
swim teams, he carries a 3.83 GPA and works with youth
through the nonprofit Baseball Beyond Borders. He is a
member of St. James Cathedral Parish.

Click here to view the article online.  Congrats, Dominique!

A Visit from the Director of Keck Observatory   

On November 14th the STEM Department welcomed guest speaker Hilton Lewis, the
Director of the Keck Observatory in Mauna Kea, Hawaii. The Keck Observatory is the
world’s most productive terrestrial telescope and is leading humankind’s efforts to
understand the physical universe. Mr. Lewis' engaging presentation allowed our students
to better see science as a way to exercise their curiosity and imagination. 

JSA Fall State Convention   

Fall State for the Junior Statesmen of America was held in Seattle this past November.
The O'Dea Chapter attended the convention with a record number of attendees.  JSA
members participated in several heated debates surrounding the recent Presidential
election and bills that have passed in the Washington State House and Senate.

Congratulations to Owen Macaulay '17 for being named "Best Speaker".  O'Dea's
participation in the JSA continues to highlight our outstanding students and allows for
them to enhance their speaking, writing, and presentation skills outside of the classroom.  

ACTION Leadership Workshop 

In October three O’Dea students got the opportunity to attend the Edmund Rice ACTION
Leadership Workshop in Florida. Christian Brothers schools from all over the world sent
student representatives to collaborate with their counterparts and share Advocacy ideas
from their school. Alan Badley, Zion Tay, and Jack Markowitz shared O’Dea’s annual
“Beards for Bro’s” project, and made many friends from other schools. 

Athletics
Congratulations Fighting Irish Football!    

Congratulations to the Fighting Irish Football team on their incredible season! The Irish
won the METRO League Championship, finishing the regular season with a 9-0 record,
highlighted by a come from behind win against archrival Eastside Catholic. The boys' hard
work, dedication, and teamwork sent them to the 3A Championship Game at the Tacoma
Dome where they faced Kamiakin. The boys finished with an impressive 13-1 record.
Congratulations! You make the O'Dea community proud!  

Steve Mariucci and Michael Irvin used the help of the Fighting Irish football team to help
emulate some keys to the Hawks' Thursday Night Football game against the Rams on
December 15th.  Click here to watch the Fighting Irish in action!

National Signing Day

Congratulations to these five student athletes for signing to play football in college.  What
a tremendous accomplishment!  Go Irish!

From left to right: Spencer McCabe (Simon Fraser University), Quinton Lewis (Central
Washington University), Doug Russell (University of Hawaii), Shea Carstens (Simon
Fraser University) & Sam Sanchez (Central Washington University) 

Basketball 

The Freshmen, JV and Varsity basketball teams wrap up their regular season this week
with games against Lakeside and Seattle Prep at home.  The Freshmen team has been
impressive, posting a 17-1 record to date.  The Varsity will begin the Metro League
playoffs next week, hoping to earn a berth to the Seaking District II Tournament.  Come on
out and cheer on the Irish!

Wrestling 

The O'Dea Wrestlers finished their regular duel meet season an undefeated 12-0 in the
Metro League. Come cheer them on at the Metro Tournament this weekend at Eastside
Catholic, and further in post-season action. Let's go Grapplers!! 

Swim & Dive 

The Irish Swim & Dive Team just finished an undefeated regular season! Captains Ollie
Depina, Sean Lewis, and Joey Vacura are leading the team along with freshman standout
Nathan Hayes, and our squad of five powerful divers. Come on out and cheer on our
swimmers and divers as they gear up for the Metro Championships this weekend! 

Student Life
House Unity Day

Our quarterly House Unity Day began with a spirited House roll call and all-school “One
Brotherhood” photo. This special celebration brings students together with other members
of their House in a show of unity and Brotherhood.

Winter Spirit Assembly  

At this year’s Winter Spirit Assembly, captains from all winter teams – basketball,
wrestling, and swim & dive – recognized the hard work of their teammates and coaches.
Band leaders also thanked students for their support of all musical programs. A basketball
game featuring “all-stars” from mentor groups ended the assembly on a high note.  

Winter Ball  

2017 began with fun, music, dancing, and more at the O’Dea/Holy Names Winter Ball at
the Museum of Pop Culture (formerly EMP). Students enjoyed dancing to beats from the
“Decades” and posing for professional photos by Yuen Lui Studios. Of course, for many
students, a highlight was checking out all the exciting exhibits throughout the museum!

Cultural Club Potluck    

Members of O'Dea's cultural heritage clubs came together in the St. James Cafeteria for
the feast of the school year. Latino/Filipino Club, Celtic Heritage Club, BSUE, and
Japanese Club all brought popular foods from their respective cultures to the potluck. It
was a great day to celebrate the O'Dea Brotherhood! 

Faith & Service
Junior Encounter 

Encounter 92 was incredibly special and memorable! The snowfall covered Camp Don
Bosco making the retreat even more beautiful and fun. The students bonded quickly, and
small group time was meaningful and open. Thank you to all the teachers and students
who volunteered their time to help make this Encounter another success!

Canned Food Drive 

With the spirit of Thanksgiving in the air, O’Dea students and families came up big to
donate food for our annual Canned Food Drive to benefit Northwest Harvest, which
distributes food to 300 food banks across Washington state. O’Dea junior Sam Catherall
brought in more than 2,500 pounds himself. What a remarkable example of putting faith
into action!

Christmas Family Project  

Once again this year, O’Dea continued its long-standing tradition of partnering with
Providence Regina House to provide gifts for families in need. With leadership from the
Mothers' Club, students wrapped and delivered hundreds of gifts to families throughout
the Seattle area. It was truly a show of the generosity within the O’Dea community.  

Seattle Children's Radiothon

On December 14th School Captain Dominique Gates, Limerick House Captain Andrew
Walker and Limerick House Dean Mike Doyle '97 were interviewed on air by KISS 106.1
morning show hosts Bender and Molly during their annual "One Big KISS for Seattle
Children's Radiothon". During the interview these young men spoke about the student-
driven campaign, "Beards for Bros", which raises money for Seattle Children's. Not only
did they touch on the campaign, they were able to speak about what it means to them to
raise money for such an important cause. That day KISS 106.1 raised over $700,000 for
Seattle Children's.  

March for Life  

A delegation of O’Dea students proudly walked in the 2017 March for Life at our State
Capitol, bringing the boys in contact with many O’Dea Alumni and fellow Catholic schools.
Our boys got to see and be part of the thousands of people who attended the March, and
listen to their Legislators and Senators speak on the importance of this issue.

St. Timothy Award 

Congratulations to senior, Jack Ipsen, for receiving
the St. Timothy award at this year’s Catholic Youth
Conference. The award recognizes outstanding
young people who exemplify character integral to
Catholic leadership and the values proclaimed in the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Jack was nominated by
Father Ryan and Joe Cotton '96. He was also
featured in the Seattle Times for being an unsung
face of the holiday spirit.  Click here to read the full
article.  Jack is truly a reflection of our mission to
prepare our young men to live lives of character,
faith, and service.

The Arts
O'Dea Holiday Broadcast   

During the O'Dea Holiday Broadcast, the band, choir, and drama team combined at the
Knights of Columbus Hall to bring holiday cheer to the O'Dea Community!

O'Dea & HNA Christmas Caroling 

Each year, choir members from O'Dea and Holy Names Academy come together to
spread the joy of Christmas around their respective campuses.  

Choir Festival Concert 

The Festival of High School Choirs featured a choir from each of the local Catholic high
schools at Benaroya Hall in Seattle. The finale included the world premiere of a new
composition by Vijay Singh, which was commissioned by the festival, and sung by almost
800 voices.

Student Art Featured at Frye Museum  

Congratulations to freshman Gebre Engeda! Gebre participated in a series of after-school
workshops at the Frye Museum and the Yesler Community Center and is now being
featured in an exhibition of student work at the Frye, Those Without Voice. The exhibition
will be open until March 12, 2017!

Drama Production - Don't Drink the Water  

Don't Drink the Water by Woody Allen is a fast-paced, witty play set in a 1960's American
Embassy somewhere behind the Iron Curtain. When American Ambassador Magee is
called back to the United States and leaves his inept son Axel in charge, no-one is
expecting a crisis, but Walter Hollander, a New Jersey baker and his family rush in to take
refuge with the Communist police right on their heels. Can Axel solve this dilemma and
still run the diplomatic duties of the embassy in regards to the Sultan of Bashir?  

Please attend to see the hilarious result! Featuring O'Dea and Holy Names Academy
students, Don't Drink the Water performances are on February 24th at 7:00pm, 25th at
2:00 and 7:00 pm, and 26th at 2:00 pm in the HNA Auditorium. Admission at the door with
adults $10, and students $5.

Advancement
POSH Gala Auction Comes Home - March 18, 2017

Please join our school community on Saturday, March 18, when we bring the gala auction
home to O’Dea. It will be a fabulous evening with a gourmet dinner, complimentary
cocktails, and valet parking included. This year the auction proceeds will provide tuition
assistance for deserving students and enable us to develop our third floor classrooms into
models that will enrich our students’ educational experience.
 
Below are a sample of just a few of the items you’ll want to bid on from our new
auctioneer, Brady Hammrich!
 
Behind the scenes pre-game tour, pre-game sideline passes and four tickets to a Husky
football game.

Dinner for six people with UW athletic director, Jen Cohen and her husband.

Lunch with former Mariner’s catcher, Dan Wilson, four tickets to an M’s game and a
chance to spend time in the broadcast booth with Dan.

Woodinville wine tour and transportation for ten people.

A Notre Dame package including four tickets to their game vs North Carolina State on
October 28, 2017, airfare and hotel.

Don’t miss out! Make your reservation soon as space will be limited. We hope to see you
there as we support and celebrate O’Dea and our young men!

Alumni
Alumni Golf Tournament 

Don’t miss out on all the fun next year for the 31st Annual O’Dea Golf Tournament on
Monday, June 19, 2017. Space is limited, so get your reservations in as soon as possible.
To help sponsor our tournament, please contact David Mazzeo in the Development Office
at 206-622-0722 or dmazzeo@odea.org.

O'Dea Alums Living Lives of Service 

In late November, six O'Dea Alumni came back to speak to several O'Dea student leaders
about their lives in service. Each alum sat at a table surrounded by a group of students as
they discussed why service is so important to their daily lives. Thank you Dan Golden '89,
Jovan McCoy '93, Kevin Reynolds '94, Joe Cotton '96, Michael Doyle '97 and Nicholas
Andrews '99 for inspiring these O'Dea student leaders!

Where are they now?  

O’Dea Alumni seem to be everywhere, making positive impacts in their communities and
with their families. Here are just some of our more recent accomplishments or momentous
occasions from our graduated Fighting Irish:

Paul Newman '74 recently attended the annual convention of the American
Meteorological Society as NASA’s ozone expert. He is chief scientist for earth sciences at
NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center in Maryland and is one of four scientists from
around the world who advise countries as they work to continue to reduce damage to the
atmosphere. 

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University announces the graduation of Spencer Wilson
Brashears '12 with a degree of Bachelor of Science with a major in Aeronautics on
Monday, December 19, 2016.

Congratulations Connor O'Brien '01 and wife, Leah, on the birth of their daughter, Lacey
Julianna O'Brien, who was born January 23rd at 10:09pm.

Rev Qui-Thac Nguyen '95, was able to concelebrate Mass for the New Year with Pope
Francis in Rome! What a remarkable achievement.

 
Transitional Deacon Colin Parrish '03 returned to O'Dea to talk to students about
vocations and his personal relationship with Jesus. A truly inspiring presentation.
 
Congratulations to Alex Holpainen '06 on his recent engagement to Erin Elizabeth.

We now have an official O'Dea High School Facebook page - check it out!
Please "like" our page to stay in touch and learn more about the exciting things
happening in our community!  

Character. Faith. Service.
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