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Congratulations O'Dea School Community!
2016-2017 Outstanding Catholic School

We are excited to share that the Archdiocesan School Board and Office for Catholic
Schools has selected O’Dea High School as the 2016-2017 Outstanding Catholic
School. Awarded to one of 74 Catholic schools in the Seattle Archdiocese on behalf
of Archbishop Sartain, the recipient of this annual recognition demonstrates
“commitment and dedication to Catholic education.” In a letter from
Superintendent, Dr. Haggarty, he stated “I am reminded, often, of the banners that
hang outside the school. Brotherhood. Excellence. Diversity. Tradition. Catholic.
Service. Responsibility. These are not only words adorning the exterior of the
campus, they are verbs that permeate the school culture. They remind us all that
O’Dea develops students into young men of character, faith, and service.” Thank you
to our entire O'Dea community for supporting us as we work to advance O’Dea’s
mission of providing a quality Catholic education. Go Irish! 

Message from the Principal
Thank you!   

Each year at O’Dea there are unanticipated moments that remind us just how
blessed we are to be part of the O’Dea school community. The generosity
demonstrated during our annual POSH Auction Gala provided such a moment. The
support our community showed for the young men attending O’Dea was
tremendous. Bringing POSH back to O’Dea was a huge success and raised over
$700,000 at this one-night event. Thank you for your generous support!

Our school is rich with tradition and history, but we also recognize the importance of
continuing to enhance our facilities. The fund-a-need initiative alone raised over
$400,000. This will allow us to begin our renovation project this summer, which will
result in creating seven model classrooms on our third floor each with updated
technology to advance the educational opportunities for our students. These model
classrooms will help to create an environment for our students to be challenged,
learn, and thrive as together we endeavor to prepare each student reach their fullest
potential as an individual learner.

While the list of those who made POSH a success would take pages, I want to
acknowledge several people who made significant contributions to the event. Megan
Fricke, Maureen Kures, Peter and Theresa Cedergreen, and Amy Jeffries lead an
amazing group of volunteers who came together to bring POSH to O’Dea. We could
not have made POSH a reality without so many of our parents and alumni parents
who volunteered their time and talents. Thank you also to the many people for their
financial generosity. We appreciate you all but in particular I want to acknowledge,
Mike Patterson, Mary and Tom Herche, Marcellus and Lisa Buchheit and Stafford
Mays, who deserve special mention for their dedication and leadership. 

If you haven't already done so I encourage you to watch the Fund-a-Need Video
created in support of our classroom initiative. 

Thank you again for your continued support to advance our mission of providing a
quality Catholic education to all of our students. 

Have a blessed Easter! 

Jim Walker
Principal
Character. Faith. Service.

Events Calendar
Important Dates to Remember  

April 26th - Class of 2021 Information Night  
May 19th - Mayfest 
May 22nd - Spring Concert  
May 31st - Class of 2017 Graduation 
June 19th - O'Dea Golf Tournament 

Click here to view the full O’Dea calendar!

Register now for the O'Dea Golf Tournament!  

Welcome to the O'Dea Brotherhood!

Academics
National Honors

O’Dea High School recognizes the academic accomplishments of students after each
semester. To see a list of students who received Academic Honors for the first semester of
the 2016-2017 school year please click here. Congratulations to these young men for all
of their hard work!

Knowledge Bowl  

On Saturday, February 11th, O'Dea's Knowledge Bowl team competed in the Puget Sound
regional tournament held at Mt. Tahoma High School. O'Dea was represented by seniors
Austin Amend, Aidan Fant, Adam Kures, and Will Lawrence, all competing at the regional
tournament for the first time.

JSA Winter Congress   

Seven O'Dea students traveled to Portland, Oregon to participate in the JSA Winter
Congress. Each student was a member of the House or Senate and spoke either in favor
or against bills such as education reform, tax rates, and security.

Mock Trial 

For the second year in a row the American Legal Systems Class competed in the Mock
Trial District Competition. The team improved by six spots from last year's efforts, finishing
4th in the district tournament. Stand out performances included attorneys Dominic Gates
and Emmitt Lockhart and witnesses Callan Stanley-Jones, Joey Oliver and Chris Walker.

This year's case, named Auto-Auto, was a criminal investigation and trial where a person
died in a vehicle accident at the hands of an AI controlled vehicle. Students were required
to prepare a motion, opening and closing statements, as well as direct and cross
examinations. We are so very proud of each student's effort and performance. Those who
have participated over the past two years should know that their contribution to this
program will be the foundation of success for many other teams.

We encourage all attorney-alumni to participate in next year's preparation. It is a
great experience and a way to connect with many of our young O'Dea men who
wish to pursue a legal career.  Please contact Michael Chin '02 if interested.  

WA State Chess Team Championship  

Congratulations to the O'Dea Chess Club on their 2nd place finish in the Seattle Metro
League (B Division)! These young men participated in the Washington State Chess Team
Championship, a two day event with over 150 participants from all over the state, and
competed all the way to the 5th and final round! 

Guest Speaker, NASA Chief Scientist

Mr. Paul Newman, O'Dea Class of 1974, is the NASA Chief Scientist for Atmospheric
Sciences. He took time out of his busy schedule to speak, via Skype, to a Junior Honors
English class regarding climate control, the ozone, and his background at NASA.

Applications are now available for our summer football and basketball camps. Please pass
the word along to any boys that might be interested in participating. Applications and
camp descriptions can be on our website or by clicking below! 

Athletics
Summer Camps     

Spring Sports 

The spring sports season is well underway! Enjoy our first-ever spring sport media guide
below, and come check out our young men in action as we continue our proud tradition of
winning, with honor. Go Irish! 

Please be sure to check the O'Dea Calendar for the most up to date schedule changes. 

Student Life
Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration 

Black Students United for Excellence (BSUE) invited Mr. Nate Miles, the Vice President of
Strategic Initiatives and State Government Affairs for Eli Lilly and Company, to be
the guest speaker during the annual O'Dea MLK Assembly.  Mr. Miles blessed the
students with an unforgettable message on "Dreaming Big" and the important role it has
played in his life.

Spring Spirit Assembly    

This year's Spring Spirit Assembly recognized the tremendous efforts of O’Dea students
with a broad range of talents, from those who performed in this year’s drama performance,
Don’t Drink the Water, to spring sport athletes tirelessly competing in baseball, soccer,
tennis, lacrosse, and track. We also introduced the House student leadership team for the
2017-2018 school year! Click here to see a full list of the outstanding group of leaders!   

St. Patrick's Day Parade     

Despite a rainy start to the morning, thirty-five O’Dea gentlemen hoisted up Irish county
banners and represented the O’Dea Fighting Irish with pride by marching in this year’s St.
Patrick’s Parade. 

Ben Beale Presents Firefighter Memorial      

Senior Ben Beale, a member of West Seattle Troop 282, attended the Joint Training
Facility to present them with a new firefighter memorial he created to honor the men lost
during the Mary Pang warehouse arson.  His project will be permanently displayed in the
main hallway of the Joint Training Facility. To read the full article in the West Seattle Blog,
please click here. 

Faith & Service
Beards for Bros - Fighting Irish, Fighting Cancer  

Thank you to all those involved in this year's successful Beards for Bros campaign.
Together we raised more than $10,700 for Seattle Children's teen cancer program! O'Dea
student leaders presented Emily Downing from Seattle Children's Guild Association with a
check and thanked the entire O'Dea community for all the truly inspirational support. 

Spring Encounter 

What a wonderful Encounter for the Class of 2017! These young men were so focused
and eager to participate. The time spent getting to know each other, God, and themselves
was truly valuable. They are each such powerful examples of what it means to be a part of
the O'Dea Brotherhood and live lives of character, faith and service. 

Inclusion Mass 

On Saturday, April 1st, O'Dea hosted the "Big Dance" following the Inclusion Mass with
Archbishop Sartain at St. James Cathedral. Sandra Barton Smith, Assistant
Superintendent of the Office of Catholic Schools personally invited a few families and said,
"Both families expressed being overwhelmed by the kindness, generosity and genuine
welcoming spirit of the good people of O’Dea High School. Please, please, please thank
your entire community for their partnership and graciousness to host such a sweet faith
moment.  Your school proved again that these families are not walking the journey of
special needs alone… a tremendous sign of Church and truly a sign of love."

Catholic Relief Services - Lenten Speaker 

O'Dea welcomed a guest speaker from Catholic Relief Services, Thomas Awiapo from
Ghana, Africa. Thomas shared his personal story of survivorship and the life-saving
assistance he received from CRS Lenten Rice Bowl efforts. O’Dea students were moved
with concern for those living on the margins of society. We are grateful for Thomas and
CRS for this valuable experience in justice education.

The Arts
Drama Production - Don't Drink the Water

O’Dea Drama’s Production of Don’t Drink the Water was a hilarious romp set in the
American Embassy in the early 1970’s. It was performed in the Holy Names Auditorium
where audiences were treated to the witty writing of Woody Allen and the impressive
talents of Gabriel Ruiter, Emerson Edwards, Charlie Bruce, Sean Callahan-Bridges,
Charlie Ridenour, Jamon Adams, Sam Ogden, Claire Kong, Yara Clark, and Maria Ganz.
Drama Director Michelle Traverso led the production with Mr. Don Rice designing and
building the set, and Mrs. Sarah Rice designing and adapting the costumes.

Mr. and Mrs. Rice are O’Dea and HNA alumni parents who have worked behind the
scenes for O’Dea Drama for 23 years. Because of this dedication to service, Principal
Walker has announced that for the first time in O’Dea history, one of the graduation
subject awards will be a named award. Beginning at this year's graduation, O’Dea will
announce and award the Mr. Don and Mrs. Sarah Rice Award for Excellence in the
Arts. Thank you to the Rice Family for their continued support of our Arts Program! 

Jazz Camp  

For the third year in a row, O'Dea is proud to be offering the Fighting Irish Jazz
Camp! This camp helps prepare students for high school music programs by giving them
expert instruction on fundamentals and improvisation. Both boys and girls entering into
grades 6th - 9th are welcome at this four day camp, June 12th-15th from 5:00pm-7:30pm.
Please see the registration form below!   

 

Admissions
Welcome Class of 2021

It is my pleasure to welcome the 140 young men that will join the Class of 2021 this fall!
This is an incredibly well rounded and talented group that has the made the commitment
to join the O’Dea Brotherhood and embrace their development as young men of character,
faith, and service. The O’Dea experience will provide these young men with an
exceptional Catholic education, rigorous college preparatory academics, and the
opportunity to continue O’Dea’s longstanding tradition of athletic success. 
 
Diversity is a signature strength at O’Dea and this class accurately reflects this
fundamental aspect of our community. The Class of 2021 includes students from 32
Catholic grade schools, 10 private schools, and 30 public schools. 
 
I am grateful to everyone in the O’Dea community that helped make this a successful year
for admissions. I especially want to acknowledge the dedication and hard work of our
Admissions Team, Student Ambassadors, and Financial Aid Office. If you, your family, or
friends are interested in joining the O’Dea community, please contact me
at kpatterson@odea.org or (206) 622-1308. Go Irish!
  
Kristian Patterson ‘01
Director of Admissions

Advancement
GiveBIG Fundraiser 

On Wednesday, May 10th, the Seattle Foundation will conduct GiveBIG, a fundraiser to
benefit non-profit organizations. This is the third largest Giving Day in the country! Please
consider designating O’Dea as the recipient of your donations. Funds are used to provide
support school programs and provide tuition assistance to help the young men at O’Dea.
Beginning on April 27th you may visit the GiveBIG website and schedule a gift that will be
processed on May 10th.  Thank you, in advance, for your contributions!  

AmazonSmile 

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and
shopping features. The only difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to
O’Dea. Simply go to AmazonSmile and select O’Dea High School from the list of eligible
charitable organizations.

Alumni
Annual O'Dea Golf Tournament 

The 31st Annual O'Dea Golf Tournament is coming up on Monday, June 19, 2017, at the
beautiful Golf Club at Newcastle with a 1:30pm shotgun start.  Registration is
$175/golfer which includes green fees, golf cart, dinner and beverages. Register now by
clicking HERE!

The O’Dea Golf Tournament is open to everyone, 21+, not just O’Dea Alumni! Proceeds
from the tournament will help fund the Edmund Rice Leadership Awards, individual $4,000
awards presented to young men graduating from a Catholic grade school who will be
entering O’Dea in 2018. The awards are granted for excellence in the classroom and
service in the community. $1,000 is applied to each student’s tuition annually in each of
the four years they are a student at O’Dea.

For questions or to help sponsor our tournament, please contact David Mazzeo in the
Advancement Office at 206-622-0722 or dmazzeo@odea.org.

Where are they now?  

O’Dea Alumni seem to be everywhere, making positive impacts in their communities and
with their families. Here are just some of our more recent accomplishments or momentous
occasions from our graduated Fighting Irish:

Ian Wakefield '03, a Petty Officer First Class in the Navy stationed with a Marine Corps
Aircraft Group in North Carolina, recently earned his Fleet Marine Force Warfare
Qualification pin. What a tremendous accomplishment! Thank you for your service, Ian!

Joe Brazier ’99, was recently accepted into the University of Washington Danforth
Educational Leadership Program to become a school or district administrator.
Congratulations, Joe!  

Congratulations Andrew Sechrist ’02, winner of the inaugural Alumni Beards for Bros
alumni competition for best grown beard! Thank you to all our alumni who donated and
supported this great cause at Seattle Children's Hospital supporting Childhood cancer.

Are you a fan of podcasts? Then how about tuning in to a sports podcast from a young
O'Dea alum?! Check out Christopher Kidd ’10, pairing up with University of Washington
Alum, Donald Watts, for their show, "The Real Spill".  

Congratulations Kai Brown ’04, on being named the Defensive End Coach at New
Mexico State University!

Character. Faith. Service.
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