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Message from the Principal
Welcome back to school!

I want to officially welcome all of you to the 2015-2016 school year! Summer has
come and gone and now it is time to continue with the excellent traditions of O’Dea
High School, as well as to introduce exciting new programs and personnel.

O’Dea, fresh off of a banner year of student performance, has been busy preparing
for another incredible year. Over the summer, our school library (Academic Resource
Center, ARC) was remodeled in preparation for the expanded use of technology by
both students and staff. We constructed a new House Hub to support better our
student leaders, and we completed O’Dea’s Institutional Advancement offices,
including an office for Laura Weinand, O’Dea’s fist ever Chief Financial Officer.
Additionally, O’Dea’s collaborative and innovative academic program featuring an
increased emphasis on the Humanities and STEM curriculums are off to a positive
beginning.

Together let’s commit to making it a great school year, setting everyone, students,
staff, and parents, up for success. Throughout the year, I look forward to meeting the
new members of our community and connecting with returning members. I
encourage families to get to know each other so that we can build new friendships
and support each other as members of the O’Dea High School community. 

Go Irish!

Jim Walker
Principal
Character. Faith. Service.

Monthly Calendar

October 2nd: No School - Teacher Excellence Day
October 2nd: Varsity Football - O'Dea @ Blanchet @ 7pm
October 7th: Father's Club Meeting @ 6:30pm 

Click here to view the full O’Dea calendar!

Athletics
Winning with Honor

 

Football

The 2015 season of Fighting Irish Football is off to another
remarkable start.  Varsity is currently 4-0 with decisive wins over
Vancouver College, Mariner, Marysville Pillchuck, and Seattle Prep.
Both the Freshman and JV teams are also undefeated
and have really promising talent. The boys continue to work hard
both on and off the field. We have some big battles in the upcoming
weeks, notably Blanchet (Oct. 2nd) and Eastside Catholic (Oct.
16th). Please come out and cheer us on! 

Check out photos of our Homecoming game vs. Seattle Prep taken
by alum, Nakean Wickliff '00: http://www.nakean.com/School/2015-
09-1/

Cross Country

After a summer of hard training and many miles logged the O’Dea
Cross Country team is primed for a successful 2015 campaign.  Led
by senior Captain Henry Newstrom and sophomore Isaac Mohn, the

Irish debuted Sept. 12th at the Sehome Invitational and have started
the league schedule with racing at Lower Woodland Park.  The focus
is on improved finishes at the Metro and District Championships, and
qualifying for the State Meet in Pasco.  Full meet schedule and
results can be found at www.athletic.net. 

Golf

The golf season is well underway and we have a very promising
group of young talent. The team got off to a slow start but are quickly
building momentum with every match; there has been
remarkable improvement in our young golfers.  We are confident we
will be in a great spot come the end of October when Metro and
District Playoffs begin.  

House System
Four Houses, One Brotherhood

Dodgeball Championships
Article written by Zach Gerhardt 

Last week the Limerick and Waterford House met in the gym for the highly
anticipated dodgeball house-game championship.  Showing off impressive baseball-
like skills, Spencer McCabe helped carry Limerick to win the first round by
eliminating many Waterford players.  In the later minutes of the second round,
Waterford was able to squeak by Limerick for the win.  The competitiveness of these
house-games was very relevant in the passionate cheering displayed by Waterford
member, Justin Murphy.  In order to decide a winner, a 30-second third round was
played to see which team could eliminate more players.  Seemingly in a blink of an
eye, players were eliminated on both sides, but Limerick came up short.  Waterford
was crowned the dodgeball house-game champion.  

Inside the Classroom
Finding Meaning Through Writing - "This I Believe"

Extracting a sense of meaning from a particular moment in time is not a casual skill.
It takes brute effort. It explains why Robert Frost said, “No tears in the writer, no
tears in the reader.” The juniors in Mr. Mullen’s English 11: Reading-Writing
Workshop course are off on a journey of narrative writing this quarter. The goal is to
learn how to best tell their story through powerful language. Their hard work and
deep thinking is already paying off in some highly effective writing.

One of the first writing assignments was the “This I Believe” personal narrative
essay. After reading an example essay about the value of “old pieces of paper”
(letters) on the “This I Believe” website, junior Marques Titialii reflected on his new
point of view. He writes that, “From that moment, my whole perspective of old, hand-
written letters has changed. I will save and cherish them forever, and every once in a
while, take a little trip back in time to when I first received it, and remember the
feeling that words gave me that never faded.”

Other classmates explored their own core personal philosophies. Warren King,
reflected on his belief that, “Adversity in life can spark the flame of opportunity.” Theo
Roffey’s core belief is that the “most important kind of trust is trusting in yourself,”
while Thomas Stowers trusts in the power of literature. In his essay, he explains that
“Reading a good book is like having a rush of adrenaline go through your mind all at
once.” Now that they’ve celebrated their diligent efforts and shared their hard work
with their classmates and families, the juniors are looking ahead to the next writing
project – practicing the college application essay. In just 650 words, this essay seeks
to give a sense not just who they are, but who they will become. It is a daunting
challenge, but one our O’Dea gentlemen will rise to meet or exceed. This we believe!

Article written by Mr. Daniel P. Mullen

AP Biology Growing Wisconsin Fast Plants 

In Mrs. Kutter's AP Biology class students are currently tinkering with plant sizes! For
our study of evolution by natural selection, we are using Wisconsin Fast Plants to
conduct an experiment in artificial selection. Students chose the top 10% of plant
heights after one growing generation. We plan to take the seeds from these tall
plants that pollinated and grow them in another generation to see how plant heights
increase over time! The plants are cared for each day by the students; it is fun to
grow plants and to see change happening over time! 

Senior Advocacy Program

Article written by Thomas Badart and Van DeTuerk

The Senior Advocacy Project is one of the main points of emphasis of our senior
year. It directs all seniors towards a “Faith that does Justice.” The point of this
purposeful new tradition is to learn about a social injustice in society and bring this
awareness to others.  Each senior has picked a justice cause to advocate for that
has a direct connection to the seven principles of Catholic Social Teaching. This can
include many topics like human trafficking, water scarcity, migrant refugees,
homelessness or the environment. 

The next step is to research our topic, learn about the problem in detail, and write a
research paper that is due in January. Throughout the school year we move from
independent learning to group action with our classmates and select an organization
that relates to our focus area.  We participate in direct action events with specific
agencies and help advocate to bring community awareness to the injustice through
service and using social media.  Once the research and action steps have been
taken, we will meet with other O’Dea students to raise social awareness to these
injustice problems of our generation. We will discuss what we can do to move
towards positive solutions and put our Christian faith into action for others.

Faith & Service
Campus Ministry

Welcome to a new school year! I want to take this opportunity to introduce myself as
the new Campus Minister at O’Dea High School. I couldn’t be more excited to be
here, especially after meeting so many of the wonderful young men who are
fortunate enough to attend this school. They are so full of life, energy, and especially
potential. I feel very strongly that these young men, under the formation of Christian
teaching, have the power to affect real change. This is why I am so happy to be
here; I want to help facilitate learning, to get them where they want to be as people,
and walk with them on their journey in Christ.

One of my first impressions of O’Dea came in the first week I started as I was being
introduced to the faculty and staff. I was taken aback by the warm and sincere
welcome I received by each and every one of them. “Welcome to the O’Dea family!”
was a phrase that I heard on repeat. Once school started, even the students made
time to introduce themselves, shake my hand and welcome me to O’Dea. Truly, the
O’Dea community is a family, and I feel incredibly privileged to be a part of it.

The Campus Ministry Program is already a solid foundation for the school, and I look
forward to directing and perfecting it for the future. The retreat program opens their
eyes to God and to each other, and through service learning their world is expanded
to include and recognize the poor and vulnerable. What a wonderful way to foster
good men for the future.

If you ever have any questions, concerns, or just want to introduce yourself please
don’t hesitate to call or email me. I am here to serve the spiritual needs of the
community and I would love to hear from you.

In Christ Our Brother,

Danielle Curl

Student Life

Welcome Back to School Picnic! 

The rain didn’t prevent new O’Dea and Holy Names students and their families from
gathering at Woodland Park for the annual New Family Picnic on September 13th. 
The event provided the opportunity for families to socialize, enjoy a BBQ'd
lunch, and stock up on HNA and O’Dea gear for the 2015-2016 school year.  While
adults socialized, O’Dea and HNA student leaders organized icebreakers activities
for new students, offering them the opportunity to begin relationships that can grow
throughout their high school years.    

Glowing Back to School Dance! 

O’Dea and Holy Names Academy (HNA) student leaders planned this year's Glowing
Back-to-School dance which was an incredible success. Black light ultraviolet rays lit
up white and neon-colored t-shirts, shoes, pants and hats, and the more than 500
students danced right up to the end of the night with laughter and good spirit. 

Looking back on the dance, Limerick House Captain Michael Moran, the dance’s
logistical lead, reflected on all the leaders who came together to create a memorable
dance experience, saying “Ultimately, it was the students’ dance. We planned it,
marketed it, and executed it. Everybody involved did their part and made the dance
great.”

St. Vincent de Paul Chapter

For the second year in a row, Jack Ipsen ’17, proposed that we use "Jeans Day"
money to purchase toys for the children of Washington State migrant workers.  Jack
has been involved in working with this community for several years through St.
James’ youth ministry program, led by Mr. Joe Cotton.  Jack is a member of O’Dea’s
St. Vincent de Paul chapter and he will lead this club in using the $1,000 raised to
purchase appropriate toys for this community.  Jack and some members of the St.
Vincent de Paul chapter will deliver these toys on December 21st.  We are
appreciative of Jack and the generosity of the O’Dea community; you make a real
difference. 

Counseling Office 

The O’Dea Counseling Department welcomes everyone to the 2015-2016 school
year. The Counseling Department at O’Dea serves as an advising resource in the
following areas of Student Life:  Academics, College Counseling, and personal
counseling.  It is our goal to provide support and guidance for all of our students
throughout their years at O’Dea High School.  We work closely with the House
leadership and Mentor Group Teachers to assure that every student feels included
and engaged. 

The  Counseling  Offices are located on the third floor.  The counselors are always
available and eager to help students and parents.  Our contact information is listed
below:

James Beck
Freshmen
jbeck@odea.org
206-923-7531
 
Mike Crotty
Sophomores
mfc@odea.org
206-923-7528
 
Lawrence Kight
Support Counselor, Grades 9-12
lkight@odea.org
206-923-7537
 
Jeanne Eulberg
Juniors and Seniors
jeulberg@odea.org
206-923-7546

Please feel free to reach out to us with any questions or needs that you may have.
We look forward to making this a great school year! 

SAT Course begins October 17th

Mazor Test Prep Co. is pleased to offer its highly regarded SAT preparation course at
a discount to O'Dea students once again this year. They have an excellent 28-year
reputation for helping thousands of students in the Seattle area get the college
entrance exam scores they need. The SAT course offers:
 
• Expert, effective, and caring instruction
• Small classes 
• Up-to-date course materials
• Plenty of practice, exposure, and feedback 
• Significantly discounted tuition for O'Dea students
 
Registration and schedules are available at www.mazor.org. Please select the
Schools Program to get your $100 O'Dea discount. Contact Lisa Mazor at
206.632.TEST (8378) or  lisa@mazor.org for more information. 

Admissions
Welcome Class of 2019!

Welcome Class of 2019! The freshman class boasts an outstanding group of 132
young men and I am eager to see their gifts and talents flourish at O’Dea. 
 
O’Dea High School is a student-centered community with a mission to educate
young men and prepare them to be men of character, faith, and service. Our
students are the heart and soul of our school community and make it the
extraordinary place it is.
 
This fall, O’Dea’s Student Ambassadors and Leadership Reps will host 8th grade
visitors, visit 30 Catholic grade schools, and attend five Catholic High School
Regional Information Nights. These students promote the O’Dea Experience to
prospective students and their families; we are grateful for their efforts.

Additionally, on November 5th O’Dea will host the Fall Open House for prospective
families. If you, your family, or friends are interested in joining our community, or
know of somebody that may be interested, we invite you to attend the Open House
and learn more about what makes O'Dea High School so special. 
 
Lastly, I am proud to announce the addition of Mr. Jason Kerr as Associate Director
of Admissions. Mr. Kerr brings great enthusiasm, dedication, and commitment to his
role and we are thrilled to have him at O’Dea.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions at kpatterson@odea.org or
(206)622-1308.  You can also find more information on our website at odea.org.

GO IRISH! 
 
Mr. Patterson

Alumni
Senior Class Breakfast 

O’Dea Alumni, we would love for you to join the O’Dea Class of 2016 at our second
Annual O’Dea High School Alumni, Senior Class Breakfast. This event is to
celebrate O'Dea's lifelong Brotherhood.  Last year was a tremendous day and we
don't want you to miss out on all the fun. 

When: October 14th, 2015, 8:30am - 10:30am 
Where: Washington Athletic Club, Crystal Room

Spaces are limited, and sponsorships are needed!  For further information, or
sponsorship opportunities, please contact David Mazzeo at 206-622-0722 or
dmazzeo@odea.org.

6th Annual Memorial Mass for O'Dea Alumni

O’Dea has very deep roots embedded in the thousands of alumni, faculty, and staff
who have preceded us on our journey.  On November 7, 2015 at 11:00am, the O’Dea
community will gather at St. James Cathedral to celebrate the lasting legacy of the
deceased members of the O’Dea family. Father Michael G. Ryan, St. James pastor,
will be the main celebrant. A complimentary lunch will be provided after Mass at the
Parish Outreach Center. Friends and alumni are welcome to attend the mass and/or
the luncheon. Please RSVP by Monday, November 2nd, to Dianne Irwin at 206-622-
7151 or dirwin@odea.org.

Fathers' Club
Welcome Freshman Dads! 

Welcome to the 2015-2016 school year!  After what we hope was a fun-filled,
relaxing Seattle summer for you, we’re all jumping headlong into a new and exciting
school year.
 
Fathers’ Club exists to provide service to the O’Dea community, but also gives us
dads a place to compare notes, get to know faculty members and other dads, and to
find out what’s happening in O’Dea sports, academics and activities.  On September
5, over 60 dads attended the Fathers’ Club kickoff meeting, and since then many
have helped with Fathers’ Club logo merchandise sales at home football games and
at the Freshman Welcome picnic.  Proceeds from these sales are how we raise
money for the school; we’re off to a great start!
 
As an O’Dea dad, or guardian, you’re automatically a member of the Fathers' Club.
Our monthly meetings are the first Wednesday of every month at 6:30pm in the first
floor Biology Lab.  No need to attend every month, but we hope you’ll take
advantage of the opportunity to be a part of your son's O’Dea experience!
 
See you soon,
 
Travis & Marcel
FathersClub@O’Dea.org
 

Mothers' Club
Please join us for the 25th Annual Bite of O'Dea!

Ladies, mark your calendars for October 24th at 6pm for the 25th Annual Bite of
O'Dea. This event will be held in O'Dea's gym and is for moms, grandmas, aunts,
cousins, friends and neighbors to come together to help raise money for the school.
There will be wine, delicious food, music, raffle items, a white elephant gift exchange
and more! 

We are now accepting donations of wine; please bring it into the school office and let
them know that it is for the “Bite of O’Dea”.  This is a potluck style event so start
thinking about a favorite dish you’d like to share.  Our theme this year is “Let’s hear it
for the BOYS” – think Cheerleading!  Be on the lookout for an invitation with more
specific information to follow.  You will have the option to purchase raffle tickets, wine
and your table ahead of time so start reaching out and fill a table of 10!  Single
tickets are also available and may be pre-ordered.  We look forward to seeing lots of
ladies on October 24th at the 25th annual Bite of O’Dea!

Development
Annual Giving Campaign is here! 

The Annual Giving Campaign is well underway and we are appreciative of all those
that have already contributed.  To date we have received pledges from 85% of our
families - thank you! Your generosity allows for us to maintain a culturally, ethnically,
and socio-economically diverse student body, and directly impacts and enhances the
quality of education at O’Dea High School. Thank you! 

To continue our Annual Giving Campaign efforts we will be having a Phonathon
throughout the month of October. The Phonathon will take place at the following
times:

Sunday, October 4th - 2:00pm - 4:00pm 
Tuesday, October 6th - 2:45pm - 4:15pm 
Wednesday, October 7th - 2:45pm - 4:15pm
Thursday, October 8th - 2:45pm - 4:15pm
Tuesday, October 13th - 2:45pm - 4:15pm
Thursday, October 15th - 2:45pm - 4:15pm

We are seeking alumni, parent, and student volunteers to make phone calls to the
community during this time. If you are interested in volunteering please contact the
Development Office at 206-622-7151 or dirwin@odea.org.  You may also stop by the
offices on the 1st floor!  Students that volunteer can earn service hours for their
participation, or will be paid $10/hour. 

For more information on the Annual Giving Campaign please visit our website at
odea.org/giving/annual-giving. As always, we appreciate your generous support of
O'Dea High School and realize we would not be where we are without you.  Thank
you!

 

POSH Auction 2016
Save the Date! 

Please save the dates of March 11th & 12th for this year's POSH Auction, We Create
Great! This is a great opportunity for community members to come together and
celebrate the young men of O'Dea High School, and to raise money in an effort to
continue making O'Dea a premiere place for students to receive a first-class,
Catholic education. 

Please be thinking of items you would like to donate, time you are able to volunteer,
or sponsorship opportunities that are of interest.  Sponsorships help cover auction
expenses allowing for a greater percentage of the proceeds to directly benefit the
young men of O'Dea High School.  Sponsorship levels are available at the following
levels: $3,500, $5,000, $10,000 or more, and include a complimentary table of ten at
the Saturday Night Auction. For more information please contact Dianne Irwin,
Director of Development, at 206-622-7151 or dirwin@odea.org. You may also visit
our website at odea.org/giving/posh-auction. Thank you! 
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