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Message from the Principal
Dear O'Dea Community, 

High school moves quickly, and when a rare pause occurs, I am deeply thankful for
the collective talent and energy of our students and staff. I am also grateful for the
enduring and essential contributions our parents and the extended O’Dea community
provide. O’Dea High School continues to be an incredible place to work and learn.
Our continued commitment to advancing our mission of Catholic education and the
core values of character, faith, and service continues to serve our school community
well.

At times this fall, it has been challenging to remain optimistic as events such as the
mass shooting in Las Vegas, and the devastation from recent hurricanes claimed the
lives of many. However, conceding our thoughts solely to tragedy would not be
healthy for our students or us as a school community. So, we once again look to the
young men of O’Dea, our wonderfully creative and dynamic students, who
reinvigorate our sense of optimism and restore our belief that something better is
always possible. We regain heart by recognizing their potential to create a world less
likely to produce the sadness we have seen of late, and this affirms our responsibility
to invest in each student daily.

Earning the right to call ourselves a great Catholic school requires a continuous
determination and commitment to see that all students, regardless of who they are or
how they come to us, leave O’Dea better prepared to meet the next set of life’s
challenges. Our commitment must also include the development of curiosity,
temperament, and conscientiousness that will prepare the young men of O’Dea not
only for personal success but productive and compassionate citizenship as well.

Thank you for your partnership in realizing O’Dea’s most worthy of missions. I am
excited about our shared commitment to making this a remarkable school year as
together we strive to pursue excellence in all endeavors.
 
Go Irish!

Jim Walker
Principal
Character. Faith. Service.

Events Calendar
Important Dates to Remember  

November 4th: Football District Playoffs
November 4th: Alumni Memorial Mass
November 4th: Cross Country State Meet 
November 8th: Fall Open House

Click here to view the full O’Dea calendar!

Please join us for our Fall Open House on 11/8 at
6pm in the O'Dea Gym.

The Fighting Irish are heading to the playoffs!
Come out to Memorial Field at 3pm on 11/4 and

cheer us on to victory.

Academics
Guest Speaker - Sherman Alexie    

Sherman Alexie, the award-winning author, poet, and movie producer, visited O’Dea High
School to speak to the sophomore students who read his book, The Absolutely True Diary
of a Part-Time Indian. This best-seller is a semi-autobiographical account of Sherman's
early life and won the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature. He spoke to the
sophomores about growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation and described how a
severe medical condition as a child led him to become an author.  The presentation was a
great opportunity for our students to engage with a world-renowned author and producer.

Science Lab Experiments

Mrs. Wanda Cesario's science classes are busy doing lab work. Her Environmental
Science Class is studying energy and conservation of matter. After a discussion about
food webs, students worked as forensic scientists, making dissections into owl pellets and
working with charts to try and determine the owl's last food source. 

In Ms. Cesario's Human Anatomy and Physiology Class, students explored their
skin, discovering the presence of sweat glands on their hands, and examined fingerprints
and cell types on the surface of their skin. 

Mt. Olympus Leadership Camp

For six days in July, five O’Dea students joined with 250 other student leaders from across
the state to learn more about how to be effective leaders. After being nominated by the
House leadership team, Isaiah Artis, Hank Przelenski, Mishael Powell, Jack
Markowitz, and Andrew Morrissey, traveled to Randle, Washington to attend the Mt.
Olympus Leadership Camp sponsored by O’Dea. The annual camp is run by the
Association of Washington Student Leaders (AWSL). Our leaders have already put their
newfound skills to use planning this year’s O'Dea House events. 

Mr. Watson Featured in Northwest Passages Magazine 

Mr. David Watson was recently featured in Northwest Passages, a magazine for friends,
alumni and supporters of Northwest University, where he received his Masters in Teaching
before joining the O'Dea community in 2014. In the article Mr. Watson is praised for his
dedication to being a role model for his students and for his innate ability to always see
the best in people. Please click HERE to read the full article. 

Athletics
Football 

Congratulations to the 2017 O'Dea Fighting Irish! These young men came into the 2017
season with high expectations. With balance on both the offensive and defensive lines,
and terrific depth in the backfield, the Irish have ended the regular season with an
impressive 7-1 record. The team continues to improve week by week, game by game.
From summer camp to double sessions, it has been evident that this group has a great
work ethic and a true sense of brotherhood. We are now moving on to the playoffs
beginning with a District Tournament game at 3pm this Saturday, November 4th @
Memorial Stadium. Come cheer us on in the weeks ahead as we compete for another
State Championship! GO IRISH!

Golf 

The 2017 Irish Golf Team had a very strong season finishing league matches with a 7-4
record. Six golfers qualified for Districts and Jack Spragins '20 will compete in the State
Championship this spring with Jack Summers '19 as the first alternate. With seven starters
returning next fall, the future looks very bright for this young Irish Squad! 

Cross Country 

Senior Captains Isaac Mohn, Andrew Hogan and Sean Lewis led the Irish Cross Country
team through a successful Fall season.  Showing great determination and work ethic, the
team qualified for the District Championships where they finished in the top-10.  Isaac
Mohn qualified for the State Championships as an individual for the third consecutive
season where he will look to finish on the podium.  The State Championship meet is this
Saturday, November 4th, at the Sun Willows Gold Course in Pasco, Washington. Go Irish!

Student Life
Freshmen Welcome BBQ

The incoming Freshmen Class of 2021 had their new family picnic on the afternoon of
September 10, 2017. This annual event is held at upper Woodland Park and is a time for
freshmen from O’Dea and Holy Names to meet each other, enjoy a catered lunch, and
participate in organized ice breakers and activities. It's a great opportunity to kick off the
new year and begin making new friendships!     

O'Dea/HNA Puyallup Fair & Social 

On Saturday, September 16th, Freshmen from O’Dea and Holy Names took a road trip to
Puyallup for a day of fun at the fair. The day ended with a freshmen social in the gym. The
Class of 2021 has many great times ahead of them!

Homecoming Week 

The Fighting Irish had an incredibly spirited Homecoming week. With themed dress-up
days (“Tropical Tuesday” continuing as a perennial favorite), organized lunchtime activities
and competitions, a resounding win on the football field, and a successful “Hollywood”
Homecoming Dance, the O'Dea Brotherhood was celebrated by all and certainly a week to
remember. A big thanks to all the School and House student leaders and House Deans for
organizing a fun celebration of O’Dea.

Club Fair 

At this year's Club Fair students were introduced to the various club options at O'Dea High
School. Club leaders and moderators displayed some of the highlights and benefits of
joining their clubs, and it proved to be a great success with nearly half the student body
signing up to participate. Clubs range in focus from the Service Club to Knowledge Bowl
to Rhythm & Poetry, and provide opportunities for authentic student leadership and to
engage in activities that more specifically meet a student's interests. 

Faith & Service
Hurricane Harvey Fundraiser 

Thanks to the generosity of the O’Dea community, we raised $3,977 to support victims of
Hurricane Harvey. The combined efforts of six Catholic schools raised a total of $14,893 in
relief funds. Thank you to the O’Dea community for your generosity in support of this
worthy cause. 

Freshmen Retreat 

This year's Freshmen Welcome Retreat
was a great success. The Class of
2021 learned about the O’Dea
Brotherhood from the school's student
leaders, considered what it means to
be an O’Dea Gentleman, and engaged
in meaningful personal reflection.
Father Brad Hagelin also joined our
young men to talk about prayer,
community, and the value of
Eucharistic adoration. The retreat was
a great opportunity for freshmen to
bond with one another and build
excitement for the school year. 

Sophomore Retreat 

O’Dea Sophomores spent a day in service to our greater Seattle community. Between all
of our students we were able to clear a new trail for the CYO summer camp at Camp Don
Bosco, help a woman and her children keep her horse ranch up to code by doing
yardwork, and assisted a low income retirement community washing windows and
socializing with the retirees. Our students made a huge difference to many people simply
by using their time, energy and appreciation for providing service to others.

Make-A-Wish Foundation 

Six-year-old Bernadine wished to have a playground in her backyard so she can enjoy
time with her brother and sister; a getaway from a hematologic disorder that usually keeps
her inside. Having a backyard playground makes it possible for Bernadine to enjoy time
outside with her family. Thanks to O'Dea students, Davion Dixon '18, Denez Haley '18,
and Lanakila Robinson '20, for helping to make Bernadine's wish a reality. Click HERE to
watch these young men putting their faith into action. 

Admissions
Fall Open House

Welcome Class of 2021! These terrific young men have made the commitment to embrace
their development as a young man of character, faith, and service. Included in this class
are highly motivated students, talented artists and musicians, and tremendously gifted
athletes. In their first few months as O’Dea students their impact on the O’Dea
Brotherhood is infectious.
 
O’Dea’s enrollment is strong and the Admissions Office is working hard to make sure this
continues with the Class of 2022. This fall, Admissions and Student Ambassadors are
hosting 8th grade shadow visits, visiting 31 Catholic grade schools, and attending a
multitude of Catholic High School Regional Information Nights.

On November 8th, O’Dea will host the Fall Open House from 6pm-8:30pm. If you, your
family, or friends are interested in joining the O’Dea community, please contact the
Admissions Office at 206-622-1308. Additional information can also be found online
HERE. 
 
Go Irish!

Kristian Patterson '01
Director of Admissions 
Character. Faith. Service.

Advancement
Leadership Reception 

Thank you to all who joined us on September 27th for our annual Leadership Reception.
Attendees heard impassioned talks by Jim Walker, Principal, and Monte Kohler, Athletic
Director, on the importance of tradition and our vision for O’Dea’s future. In addition we
celebrated the longstanding support of Roy F. Simperman (pictured below with wife
Frances) by dedicating the 3rd floor classrooms in his name.

O'Dea Auction - March 17, 2018  

This year’s auction, chaired by current parents Shannon Gardner and Helen Suk, will be
on St. Patrick’s Day, Saturday, March 17, 2018. The event sold out last year so be sure to
make your reservation early and join us to celebrate O’Dea and all that is Irish. Your
support will help fund financial aid and enhance our 4th floor student learning and
counseling center. Please click HERE and consider becoming a sponsor. If you would like
to help with the auction please contact Advancement Director, Allie DeLong. Thank you for
supporting us as we continue to make O’Dea the best school it can be for our students.

Wall of Honor Inductee Celebration 

Thank you for your support of the Wall of Honor Celebration! The event was a resounding
success with almost 300 people in attendance and over $60,000 raised to support O’Dea
Athletics. It was wonderful to see so many people come together to celebrate the
accomplishments of our past athletes while supporting current programs. Congratulations
to the 2017 Inductees: 1995 Football Team, Steven Nolan ’86, Nick Stefonick ’95,
and Charles Young ’93. If you would like to donate to O’Dea Athletics please click HERE. 

Support O'Dea by Giving Gold!   

Giving Tuesday, celebrated on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving, is a global day of
giving fueled by the power of collaboration. This year, on Tuesday, November 28th, O’Dea
High School will participate in its first annual Giving Gold Day. We are proud to
announce that we are able to match your Giving Gold donations dollar for dollar
thanks to the generosity of longtime O’Dea champion, Roy F. Simperman. All
donations up to $20,000 received on Tuesday, November 28th, will be matched to support
the mission of O'Dea. Please direct any questions to Advancement Director, Allie DeLong
at 206.923.7540. Stay tuned for more information and thanks for Giving Gold!

Mothers' Club
The Bite of O'Dea  

On Saturday, September 30th, the Mothers’ Club hosted the 33rd annual Bite of
O'Dea. This event brings together women throughout the O’Dea community to celebrate
O'Dea and help raise money for financial aid and emergency assistance for families in
crisis. Thanks to the amazing gift baskets, delectable dessert dash, in-kind donations, and
the beautiful stories told by three current O'Dea students, this year's event raised close to
$21,000! What a great show of support to help members of the O'Dea community. 

Fathers' Club
Italian Dinner - Save the Date!  

Mark your calendars and invite friends and classmates to the 53rd Annual Italian Dinner
on Saturday, January 27th at the Knights of Columbus Hall.  Cocktails and appetizers
begin at 5pm and dinner is served at 7pm. The dinner is a great tradition at O’Dea that
brings together alumni, parents and our current student body. Come join us to reconnect
with old friends and meet new ones as we celebrate O’Dea, our community and the
brotherhood. Please direct any questions to the Advancement Office. 

Alumni
Alumni Golf Tournament 

The 31st Annual O’Dea Golf Tournament, presented by Patterson Buchanan Fobes &
Leitch, Inc. PS. was held at the Golf Club at Newcastle – China Creek, on Monday, June
19, 2017. For the fifth year in a row the tournament was sold out weeks in advance.
Golfers were treated with gorgeous weather and a competitive course. Thank you to all
our donors and volunteers that helped to make this event such a success. A fabulous time
was had by all as we celebrated O’Dea! 

Junior Low Gross Champions (shot -18)
Ian Bailie '03, Kyle Miller '03, Lynn Miller & Mike Nelson
 
Senior Low Gross Champions (shot -11)
Don DeHan '57, Timothy Cooper '98, Bill Grimm & Doug Rigoni 
 
Long Drive – Dan Nelson '11
 
Straight Drive – Dan Ito '74 

Closest to the Pin – Matt Brace '02 
 
Don’t miss out on all the fun next year for the 32nd Annual O’Dea Golf Tournament on
Monday, June 18, 2018. Space is limited, so get your reservations in as soon as possible.
To help sponsor our tournament, please contact David Mazzeo in the Development Office
at 206-622-0722 or dmazzeo@odea.org.

Alumni Senior Breakfast 

The 4th Annual O’Dea High School Alumni - Senior Class Breakfast was held on
Wednesday, October 18, 2017, at the Washington Athletic Club. The O’Dea Class of 2018
was welcomed by twenty-eight O’Dea Alumni from various class years, professions and
walks of life. The program featured three speakers: Jim Britt ’97, Albert Jaimes ’99 and
Nick Andrews ’99, focusing on O’Dea’s three pillars: Character, Faith & Service. This
event is a great way to provide direct networking lines between our alumni and soon to be
alumni and celebrate the O'Dea Brotherhood! 

O'Dea Career Day  

We are excited to be bringing Career Day back to O’Dea! In the past, Career Day was an
event only for the senior class, but this year it will be open to all O'Dea students. Please
save the date - Monday, April 16, 2018. There will be alumni representing a variety of
different disciplines. If you are interested in participating please email Alumni Director,
David Mazzeo. 

Where are they now?  

O’Dea Alumni seem to be everywhere, making positive impacts in their communities and
with their families. Here are just some of our more recent accomplishments or momentous
occasions from our graduated Fighting Irish:

Brendan Sailer ’17 is attending the University of Notre Dame, majoring in Computer
Science and playing trumpet in the Band of the Fighting Irish.  He loves his new “Home
Under the Dome” and rooting for the “other” Fighting Irish!  GO IRISH! ☘

Gabriel Morales '07 recently graduated from the University of Chicago School of
Medicine and is now a resident doctor for the University of Washington working in
emergency medicine. Congratulations, Gabriel! 

Ed Kelly '55 has published his book, A Walk to Garabandal: A Journey of Happiness and
Hope, about his many trips to Spain to study the apparition that took place in 1961. He
has been going there every year since 1969 and has written a book about his
experiences. The book can be previewed HERE. Congratulations, Ed! 

Make sure to set aside some time to visit the Museum of History and Industry (MOHAI)
this Fall. There will be an exhibit showcasing the amazing photography of Al Smith ’35
(deceased), starting November 18, 2017. More info can be found HERE.

Congratulations Wilbert Santos '99, and wife, Christine, on the birth of their third child,
Lauren Kim Santos. 

Dr. John Swanson '07, Senior Research and Design Engineer for PolyOne, recently
spoke to the O'Dea Junior Honors Chemistry class about his work with polymers and
plastics compounding and how his early experiences in Chemistry at O'Dea are still
important in his work today.

Congratulations to recent O'Dea Graduate, Dominique Gates '17, on receiving a
Chemistry Award at the Naval Academy Prep School in Newport, Rhode Island! 

Junior kicker Robbie Jo Gerarden '15 owns a new South Dakota Mines school record for
most extra points in a career. His total to set the record was 88. Way to go, Robbie!

Character. Faith. Service.
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