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Message from the Principal
Wishing you grace and joy this holy season!

The school year is moving along quickly and when the rare pause emerges I

recognize how truly thankful I am to be a member of the O’Dea school community. I

am proud of our commitment to the academic, spiritual, social, and physical growth

of young men since 1923.  As we begin to prepare ourselves for Advent, Christmas,

and the New Year, I am reminded of how grateful I am for the collective talent and

energy of the O’Dea staff members. I am thankful for our ongoing commitment to

Catholic education and our dedication to prepare young men to live lives based on

our core values of character, faith, and service.

Let us all celebrate this holiday season and remember what is truly important.

Whether it is time time spend with cousins whom we rarely see, a moonlit walk in the

snow, or to listen to a grandparent talk about the “good old days,” we can cherish

each moment. Thank you for your continued support of the young men of O’Dea. I

trust that you and your family will experience the genuine grace and joy of this holy

season. 

James Walker

Principal
Character. Faith. Service.

Monthly Calendar
December 5th & 12th: Placement Exam - Class of 2020

December 9th - 12th: Junior Encounter Retreat

December 18th: Christmas Prayer Service 

Click here to view the full O’Dea calendar!

Athletics
Winning with Honor

Congrats to the Fighting Irish football team on a hard fought season. Their 2015 campaign
ended with a 7-3 record following a season ending loss to a competitive Lakes High School. We
commend our student-athletes for their efforts; the fine young men that made up this year’s
Fighting Irish are special people with great character. As we look forward to next season the
future is very bright! One of the challenges faced by the 2015 team was its youth. We feel very
confident that the growth pains of this season will lead to dominant success in 2016. Go Irish! 

Congratulations are also in order for Jacob Hirsch, Class of 2016. On November 12th Jacob
signed his Letter of Intent to play baseball for the University of Washington! He was a First Team
All-Metro Honoree, leading the O'Dea Irish last year in batting average (.463), RBI (19), SB (14),
OPS (1.229) and tied for 3B (4) and HR (2).  Jacob's leadership last season was vital in O'Dea
repeating as Metro League Champions, as well as participating in the Quarterfinals of the WIAA
3A State Tournament.

Basketball

The basketball season is under way and off to a great

start.  The coaches and players are working extremely hard

and looking forward to the season opener on December

8th.  All three teams have great balance between old and

young, big and small. Their commitment to excellence in all

areas has been fantastic.  This year’s varsity team is led by

6 seniors, 3 juniors, 2 sophomores and 1 freshman. 

 

We are expecting great things and hope to see you at all

the games. Go Irish!

Wrestling

The Wrestling season has started with a bang.  The team

has a balanced blend of new and experienced wrestlers. 

O’Dea’s annual Maroon vs. Gold inter-squad event was

held on Saturday, November 28th.  The Maroon team

barely squeaked out a victory over the Gold.  On November

30th, the team will see its first action of the season battling

both Nathan Hale and Ingraham at a double-dual meet. 

This event will be held at Ingraham High School.  The

wrestlers look forward to your support this season!  Go

Irish! 

Swim & Dive

The 2016 Irish Swim & Dive team is off to a strong start to

our season.  With State Champion Casey Benson in Diving

and nine varsity seniors, we are set to improve over last

year’s finishes.  Team captains Ollie Depina and Will

Trainer are strong leaders who are guiding the squad

towards some exciting goals ahead of us.  Last year our

team received the Metro League Sportsmanship Award and

this year we will continue to build on this tradition.  Team

psychology is a big factor and we have adopted the

“Growth Mindset” of Stanford’s Dr. Dweck. 

Our first meets are against Franklin, Lakeside, and

Ingraham.  During our Christmas training our team

practices extra tough from 8-10 AM at Queen Anne.  We

look forward to the exciting achievements that will be

reached this season!

 

House System
Four Houses, One Brotherhood

 
Article written by Theodore Looney, Senior, School Chaplain

The House System at O’Dea has been a tremendous success. It has brought a

sense of ‘School-Wide Brotherhood’ to the O’Dea community – one that is positive,

close knit, and long lasting. These relationships are fostered not only during Mentor

Group, House Games, Irish Block, and Spirit Assemblies, but also through – service.

Service has been an integral part of O’Dea and the greater community. The House

System allows students to continuously participate in numerous service events

throughout the year, helping us to grow in faith and learn about what it means to be a

true O’Dea Gentleman.

Service events are promoted through individual houses and the community. Kilkenny

House has established a year-long partnership with St. James Cathedral, sponsoring

a well attended Mass for Deceased Homeless. During the Mass students recognized

and honored those in our community who have passed away in the last year. Dublin

House participated in an O’Dea-HNA service event at Woodland Park, where they

partnered with Earthcorp, an organization that helps eliminate invasive species from

local parks by planting native species around the grounds. Both Waterford and

Limerick have established partnerships with Orion Youth Center and Northwest

Harvest, respectively. Waterford House will prepare meals for homeless youth

throughout the year, and Limerick House will volunteer once a month at Northwest

Harvest to prepare servings of staple foods for families across Washington State

who deal with food-insecurities.

These service partnerships stem from the M2 Leadership Class, where student

leaders work closely with O’Dea’s House Deans to provide meaningful service for all

students to participate. This December, O’Dea will hold its annual Christmas Family

Project to benefit families in need during the Christmas Season. School-wide service

projects will continue to be planned for the remainder of the year as well.

As we draw closer to the holiday season, please remember that service is

paramount to not only the House System, but to our O’Dea Community. It is all too

easy to overlook service opportunities in our busy lives, but I challenge each student,

parent, and O’Dea Community member to get involved in the service events offered

at O’Dea. The events help us to grow in our faith and develop strong character, while

allowing us to give back to the wonderful community that has given us so much. Go

Irish!

 

Inside the Classroom

El Centro de la Raza

Article written by Jacob Cepollina, Senior, Kilkenny House Journalist 

On November 12, 2015, the AP Spanish students went on a field trip to El Centro de la Raza. The

center is a place where people from the nearby Latino community can come to advocate for social

justice and other contemporary issues. Every year, the center sets up an exhibit to celebrate Day

of the Dead. This year, the theme was “Black Lives Matter.” The exhibit was open from November

2nd through the 19th and provided a great opportunity for students to learn about the lives that

have been lost.

When the students arrived they were led upstairs to the main area where the altars were set up.

One of the organizers of the event gave an informative talk about the history of the exhibit. After

that, the AP Spanish students had time to walk around and check out the ofrendas, or offerings.

Some of the most interesting included a large pile of rocks with the names of people killed by

police violence written on them, a poster dedicated to deceased Hip-Hop artists, and a 70th

anniversary display in honor of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombing victims.

After a couple of hours, the group left and made their way to El Quetzal for some delicious tortas.

In all, the field trip was a great success. Everyone learned a lot about both contemporary issues

and the Day of the Dead celebrations.

 

Studio Art II 

Studio Art II students have produced their first major project of the year: functional and

personalized teapots. These beauties were made using the coil method, which consists of using

ropes of clay stacked upon one another and blended together to form the sides of the vessel.

Ceramics projects have not been a part of Studio Art for the past two years, so the return was

welcomed with enthusiasm by the 11 Studio Art II students. Senior Braden Cote remarked, “I

thought that making a tortoise was going to be really hard, but doing the detail work is pretty

relaxing.”

Faith & Service

O'Dea and HNA help EarthCorps

On November 7th O’Dea and HNA joined EarthCorps to improve the Woodland Park forest. 

Student volunteers planted native species and spread mulch to prevent weed growth.  In

reflecting on their hard work, students expressed the joy they felt from cleaning up the

environment, making it better for the future, and seeing their work pay off immediately. 

This service event was planned and executed by Dublin House student leaders Siever Walker,

Zach Oster and Charlie Bruce, with the assistance of Mr. David Watson, a Dublin House Mentor

Teacher.

Homeless Mass

Article written by Jacob Cepollina, Senior, Kilkenny House Journalist 

On November 12th members of the O’Dea community joined other Catholic schools and people

from the Seattle area to celebrate mass honoring homeless men and women that have passed

away in Seattle over the last year. This year, there were over 50 O’Dea students in attendance.

During the mass, 92 bells were rung; one for each person who died. Also present at the event

were Archbishop Sartain and Mayor Ed Murray. This was a really great opportunity for O’Dea

students to show their commitment to service and to show that they care about the issues that are

prevalent around the school.

O'Dea Band Donates Drum to St. Joseph's

Earlier this fall members of the O'Dea band learned of a fellow Archdiocesan school in need.  The

small band program at St. Joseph’s School in Issaquah was without a proper bass drum. Thanks

to the Mindlin Foundation, the O'Dea band had just purchased a new drum, therefore without

hesitation it was suggested that "Goldie" be donated. Goldie, as the old drum has come to be

known, is a solid instrument that needed a new home. In the spirit of giving shown by the Mindlin

Foundation, Mr. Ruiter delivered Goldie to St. Joseph’s School.  Goldie will now spend her

retirement years working with the fine band students at St. Joseph’s, and these students will now

enjoy a proper bass drum.

Called & Gifted Workshop 

On October 27-29, 2015, Daniel Mullen and Danielle Curl represented O'Dea High School at the

Called & Gifted Workshop, held at The Presentation Retreat House in Los Gatos, California. This

retreat was an opportunity for sixteen select faculty and staff members from the Christian

Brothers’ educational sites to come together to reflect on their call to mission in the tradition of the

Congregation of Christian Brothers. The Called and Gifted program, begun in 1984, focuses on

the charism of Blessed Edmund Rice, the founder of the Christian Brothers, and how that charism

affects all who work with the Brothers in the ministry of education. Br. Chris Burns and Sr. Grace

D’Amico, the program facilitators, reminded participants that they are called to serve the Church,

and have been gifted with the blessings of God to complete that service.

 

Student Life

JSA Fall Covention

Article Written By Steven Calozzi, Sophomore

On the weekend of November 14th and 15th, fourteen members of O'Dea's Junior State of

America chapter attended the Pacific Northwest Region's Fall State Convention along with over

500 students from schools throughout Washington, Oregon, and Idaho.  This is the first of three

general meetings they will attend this year.  It was a very educational and enjoyable weekend

which included numerous debates and presentations, a night at the Double Tree hotel in SeaTac,

and Top Pot doughnuts.  

 

U.S. Congressman Adam Smith gave an informative and captivating keynote address on the

importance of involvement in the democratic process, and fielded a number of questions from

participating JSA'ers.  Owen Macauley and Thomas Badart from O'Dea were primary speakers in

two different debates, and a number of other O'Dea students gave subsequent arguments

in various debates.

 

O'Dea students who attended thoroughly enjoyed all aspects of the weekend, and are very much

looking forward to the Pacific Northwest's Winter Congress in Portland in February, which will

simulate the debates, caucuses, and voting which actually occurs in the U.S. and Washington

State legislatures.

Counseling Office
We are now a month into the 2nd quarter of the 2015-2016 school year; the end of the semester

is January 15, 2016. As a reminder, the 1st quarter grades were merely a notification of each

student's performance at the midway point of the semester.  The quarter grades and the

comments never appear on a transcript; the only grades that are on the transcript are the

semester grades which are used to calculate their cumulative grade point average. 

If a student was not successful during the 1st quarter, he may have been placed on Academic

Probation.  This is a warning that significant improvement is expected during the following

quarter.  By now, the student should have met with his teacher(s) to develop a corrective plan of

action.  This may involve meeting with the teacher on a regular basis, working with a peer tutor

from our National Honor Society, or even look into outside tutoring. If the student has done well

during the first quarter, keep up the good work!  

The counselors are here to help and advise the students but the best source of academic support

comes directly from the teachers.  We all want and expect that each student will be successful. 

One of the common statements that we hear from our seniors is that they wish that they had

focused more on academics and gotten more involved with co-curricular activities during their

freshman and sophomore years.  Our goal is for every student to feel engaged and involved all

four years of high school.  Please contact us if we can assist in any way.

 

Jeanne Eulberg

Assistant Principal for Student Services

Junior/Senior Counselor

jeulberg@odea.org

 

Mike Crotty

Sophomore Counselor

mfc@odea.org

 

James Beck

Freshman Counselor

jbeck@odea.org

 

Lawrence Kight

Support Counselor 9-12

lkight@odea.org

 

Admissions
Thank you! 

Thank you to all that made O'Dea's Fall Open House a great success! Many prospective families

and students got a taste of the O’Dea experience and had the opportunity to meet staff and

students, take a tour of our building, and hear informative presentations. The turnout was

outstanding. I’m confident that the future young men of O'Dea High School will continue to build

upon our core values of character, faith and service.   

Looking Ahead
·         Class of 2020 Placement Exam: Dec 5 or Dec 12 (register online at odea.org)

·         Winter Open House: Jan 7, 6-8 PM

·         Class of 2020 Application Deadline: Jan 11

Go Irish!

Kristian Patterson

Director of Admissions

kpatterson@odea.org

(206) 622-1308 

Alumni
30th Annual O'Dea Golf Tournament 

Golfers, please save the date for the 30th Annual O'Dea Golf Tournament!

When: Monday, June 20, 2016

Where: Golf Club at Newcastle

Time: 1:30PM shotgun start

Registration information will be available during Spring 2016. The O’Dea Golf Tournament is open

to everyone, 21+, not just O’Dea Alumni! To help sponsor our tournament, please contact David

Mazzeo in the Development Office at 206-622-0722, or dmazzeo@odea.org.

The overall Low Net score of 52 was shot by the 2015 Champions: Matt Brace ’02, Joseph
Greene ’02, Jason Benn ’02, and Jonathan Tran ’02.

 

Alumni Class Notes

O’Dea Alumni everywhere are celebrating milestones and making positive impacts in their

communities. Here are just a few of the more recent accomplishments or momentous occasions

to be celebrated:

O’Dea graduates and musicians, The Physics, which consist of Gathigi Gishuru ’98, Justin
Hare ’98, Njuguna Gishuru ’99 and affiliate vocalist, Mario Sweet ’98, recently performed at

Hotel Max with popular Seattle hip-hop acts, The Blue Scholars and Grynch, for Nordstom’s

“Nordstrom Night Out” event.   

Congratulations to Jalen Ward '12, who after playing basketball at Bellevue College for two

years, is now a member of the Loyola Marymount Basketball team.

It was a maroon and gold play during the Arizona – Washington football game, October 31.

Pictured here, Arizona Senior, SirThomas Jackson ’11, tackles Washington Freshman, Myles
Gaskin ’15. The Huskies got the better of the Wildcats that day, 49-3.

Mothers' Club
Gift Cards! Gift Cards! Gift Cards! 

The O'Dea Mother's Club is excited to help you with your Christmas shopping! Everyone loves gift

cards, and by ordering them through Scrip a percentage of the card value will be given back to

the Mother's Club. These funds go directly to providing the young men of O'Dea with items they

may otherwise be unable to afford to ensure their success. 

Don't forget the stocking stuffers! We will have a limited stock available during home basetkball

games, the placement exams (12/5 & 12/12), and during the Family Christmas Project. 

Important Dates
December 7th - Order forms with payment must be turned into the O'Dea office

December 14th - Cards will be sent home with your son

 

Fathers' Club
Save the date! 

As we approach the end of the year and look forward with excitement to the holidays ahead, we

reflect on and are grateful for the blessings of our sons' O'Dea experience.  We are also grateful

for the fathers who have joined with us these last few months as part of the Fathers' Club to serve

the school and the O'Dea community.

 

The new year will bring new opportunities and blessings, and we are particularly looking forward

to the Italian Dinner, which takes place at 6:00pm on Saturday, January 30.  By the end of

January, holiday celebrations will be well behind you, so do consider joining us in this annual

coming-together of the O'Dea community--it is sure to relieve the mid-winter blues!  Whether you

are an alumnus, the parent of a current student, or just a friend of O'Dea, we would love to have

you share with us fine Italian cooking and the Go Irish! spirit found only at O'Dea.  More at

http://www.odea.org/events/index.php?m=01&y=2016&d=30&eid=5203. 

 

In the mean time, we wish you a blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year.

 

Travis & Marcel

Development
Annual Giving Campaign

On behalf of the entire O’Dea community, we thank you for your thoughtful and generous support

of this year’s Annual Giving Campaign. Pledges and gifts now total more than $300,000 and

continue to climb towards our June 30th goal of $500,000. Your generosity allows for us to

maintain a culturally, ethnically, and socio-economically diverse student body and directly impacts

and enhances the quality of education at O’Dea High School.

The month of December is a great time to complete your pledge or perhaps send an additional

contribution and realize those year-end tax benefits! To learn more about the Annual Giving

Campaign, or to make a donation, please visit our website at www.odea.org/giving/annual-giving/.

You may also contact Dianne Irwin, Director of Development, at dirwin@odea.org, or (206) 622-

7151.

Thank you! Every gift makes a difference!

Posh Auction - March 11 & 12

The POSH Auction is fast approaching! Please join the O’Dea community as we celebrate the

young men of O'Dea High School, and raise money in an effort to continue making O'Dea a

premiere place for students to receive a first-class, Catholic education. The amount of money we

raise will determine the number of students we will be able to financially assist and the number of

classrooms we will be able to affect. These contributions make a huge impact on the quality of

education and experience we are able to provide our young men.

All current O'Dea families are asked to send a monetary contribution, or donate an item or service

to the auction. To donate online please visit http://odea.maestroweb.com/ or you may send the

form to the O’Dea Development Office. Please visit our website

at http://www.odea.org/giving/posh-auction/ for more information.

 

Please consider the opportunity to sponsor the auction! Sponsorships help cover auction

expenses, allowing for a greater percentage of the proceeds to directly benefit the young men of

O'Dea High School. Sponsorships are available at the following levels: $3,500, $5,000, $10,000

or more, and include a complimentary table of ten at the Saturday night auction. If you are

interested in sponsoring please contact Dianne Irwin, Director of Development, at 206-622-7151

or dirwin@odea.org .

 

Parent volunteers are essential for the success of this event so please consider your participation

by volunteering wherever you are interested. You may sign up online now at

http://www.signupgenius.com/.

 

Thank you for all of your support in helping to make this a successful weekend for O'Dea High

School!

         Character. Faith. Service.
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