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Message from the Principal
POSH Auction 

Each year at O’Dea there are distinct and unanticipated moments that remind us just
how blessed we are to be part of the O’Dea school community. The generosity and
commitment demonstrated this year for Promoting O’Dea’s Scholastic Heritage
(POSH) provided such a moment. The support our community showed for the young
men attending O’Dea was tremendous. This year’s auction raised a record breaking
$700,000, with the fund-a-need initiative dedicated to development of the model
classroom raising close to $400,000. Thank you, thank you, and thank you!

This summer we will begin refurnishing and updating six of our classrooms as we
integrate updated technology to increase the education opportunities available to all
our students. O’Dea takes great pride in being such a historical building in the heart
of Seattle. Our school is rich with tradition and history, but with that comes the
responsibility to continue to enhance our facilities. Renovating these six classrooms
will help to create the best environment for our students to be challenged, learn, and
thrive as together we endeavor to prepare each young man to reach their fullest
potential as an individual learner.

If you haven't already done so I encourage you to watch the fund-a-need video
created in support of our model classroom initiative. This video highlights the
enhancements that we can do to upgrade our classrooms, while still showing the
true uniqueness that is O’Dea High School – the Brotherhood and relationships
amongst students and teachers and just how much we care about the young men
attending O’Dea. To access the video use the link https://vimeo.com/158449907 and
password: s7m.

While the list of all those who helped to make POSH such a grand success would
take pages, I want to specifically thank several individuals who made significant
contributions to the named classroom initiative. First, I want to extend special
appreciation to Mike Patterson for his $150,000 matching gift made with the intent to
encourage others to give above and beyond. Thank you to those who did just that
- Marcellus and Lisa Buchheit gave $50,000, and Mary and Tom Herche, Mickey and
Celeste McAloon, Mark and Michelle Dean, and an anonymous donor all contributed
$25,000. Thank you! What an amazing testament to the belief people have in the
value of an O'Dea education! 

I would also like to extend a big thank you to the many volunteers who put so much
time and effort into making the weekend such a success. The POSH coordinators,
Maureen Kures, Stan Andersen, and Diane Sullivan deserve special mention for
their dedication and leadership.

Thank you again for your continued support of O'Dea High School and helping
us advance our mission of providing a quality Catholic education to all of our
students. 

James Walker
Principal
Character. Faith. Service.

Monthly Calendar

April 20th: Class of 2020 Information Night 
April 25th: Spring Music Concert @ O'Dea 
April 26th: National Honors Society Induction Ceremony 

Click here to view the full O’Dea calendar!

Josh King Leadership Award 
Congratulations Andre Davis Jr.

The Josh King Leadership Award committee congratulates Andre Davis Jr. as the 2016
award recipient!  Andre is a promising young man who embodies the attributes our award
seeks to recognize every year.  He has great leadership potential and we look forward to
witnessing his growth as an O'Dea gentleman and as a Josh King Leadership Award
winner!

The Board of Directors extends our thanks to all 17 applicants from the class of 2019.  We
recognize and congratulate all of you for your impressive applications, especially our four
runners up: Andrew Varela; Matt Suk; Ken Galsgaard; and Sean Wiley. 

To the class of 2019 and the entire student body of O'Dea High School, we encourage you
to advance confidently in the direction of your dreams!

Ben Saxton
Board of Directors                                                                                                          
Josh King Leadership Award
 
The Josh King Leadership Award was established in 2010 in memory of Joshua D. King, O’Dea Class of 1989, whose

example continues to inspire his friends and classmates to be of service to others.   The Josh King Leadership Award

winners receive a $3,000 award applied to school tuition for their sophomore, junior and senior years. Recipients are

selected through a competitive application process.   Please call O’Dea H.S. to learn about or donate to this worthy

scholarship.

Athletics
Congratulations O'Dea Basketball! 

Congratulations to our Irish Hoopers for advancing to the 2016 3A Boys Championship
Game. Your efforts and achievement represented our school well, and the entire O’Dea
community greatly appreciates your efforts. Congratulations to Jason Kerr, Head Coach,
on a fantastic season. 

A special thanks to all the Fighting Irish fans that cheered on our hoopers throughout the
season.  Your support and presence made a remarkable difference and was greatly
appreciated!  GO IRISH! 

Baseball 

The Irish Baseball season has opened up with 75 impressive student athletes showing
how deep and talented the pool of baseball players is currently at O’Dea. The Varsity
squad began their season against the reigning 4A Baseball Champion and runner-up in
South Kitsap and Newport, respectively, dropping both, but showing exciting promise in
each game.  The Irish are off to an impressive 5-1 start since beginning the Metro regular
season. 

The JV and Freshman teams are both off to outstanding starts at 6-0 and 3-1.  With
positive leadership from the coaching staff, as well as a strong connection to tradition
through the program's longtime coaches and graduates, the Irish will work to continue the
excellence and success of O’Dea Baseball for years to come. 

Lacrosse 

The O'Dea lacrosse program has just embarked on its 3rd season. We have grown
stronger every year and this year is shaping up to be the best yet. We have some of the
best players in the state but building team chemistry and a work ethic like no other team
has been of high emphasis. The players are beginning to buy into the system as well as
the process of what it takes to have a championship mindset. 
 
Varsity currently sits at 2-2 with both losses ending in sudden death overtime against 2
top-10 teams in state. After we return from spring break we play Seattle Prep on April 7th.
Junior Varsity is 3-1 losing only to Bellevue.  
 
We have had support from both students and faculty which doesn't go unnoticed. We
thank you. Know that we will keep competing for you and O'Dea. Go Irish!

Track & Field 

There are high expectations for the O'Dea Track and Field Team this season after a 2nd
place finish at last year's State Track Meet.  Several key members of last year's team
have returned and are making great progress.  Our first meet was held on March 23rd at
Ingraham High School and the Irish didn't disappoint, winning 11 events.  Leading the
way were Logan Armstrong in the 100 and 200, Thomas Stowers in the High Jump and
Long Jump, and Isaiah Carter in the Shot Put and Discus.  Last year's 400 meter state
champion, Evan Mafilas, picked up where he left off, winning that event.  Other event
winners included Ollie DePina (PV), Sean Lewis (800), Andrew Hogan (1600), and
Montineze Johnson (TJ).   Our next meet will be held at Rainier Beach HS on April 7th.
Hope to see you there! 

Soccer 

The Irish soccer program has begun the season with a sense of dedication and
commitment to success. After opening the season with a 3-0 victory over Blanchet, the
team then fought to a 1-1 draw against Bainbridge. They have followed up the tough first
week with 2 more victories over Ingraham and Rainier Beach, while fighting to a draw with
Franklin.  On the season the Irish have scored 13 goals and only allowed 1 goal, and
currently are in first place. Come cheer the boys on as they have a tough schedule in the
coming weeks. Thanks for your continued support and cheers. Go Irish!

Tennis 

The Irish Tennis players have only completed in one match so far losing to a tough
Bainbridge team. We were missing several of our top players, however, due to the Palm
Springs professional tournament which many of our players were fortunate enough to see.
We are looking forward to our second match against Eastside Catholic with all of our top
players back in the lineup. 

House System

House Leadership Team for 2016-2017 

Next year the House System turns three years old! In its first two years, the House
System has played a tremendous role in increasing opportunities for our students in
connectedness, developing bonds of brotherhood and leadership. Looking ahead,
O’Dea is pleased to announce our House Leadership Team for 2016-2017:

House Administrator: Dr. Jeanne Eulberg
House Director: Mr. Daniel Mullen
 
Dublin House Dean: Ms. Larkin Temme
Limerick House Dean: Mr. Mike Doyle
Kilkenny House Dean: Mr. Joe Cronin
Waterford House Dean: Mr. Brandon Maul
 
Our Student School Leadership Team: 
School Captain: Dominique Gates
School Vice Captains: Adam Kures and Jack Ipsen
School Journalist: Zach Gerhardt 
School Chaplain: Jason Wong

Inside the Classroom
NW Catholic - Student of the Month 

Congratulations to Henry Newstrom for being named NW Catholic's Student of the Month!
To view the entire March 2016 magazine please click here. 

Regional Science Fair

On Saturday March 12th, twenty-four of the sophomore honors biology students presented
their independent research projects at the Central Sound Regional Science and
Engineering Fair. Along with around 150 other high school students from all over the area,
the young O'Dea scientists presented their research in many fields including behavioral
science, plant science, engineering, and environmental science. They spent the day
speaking to judges from the science and engineering industry and then presenting their
projects to members of the public. Jack Markowitz, who won an award from the U.S. Air
force for his project turning waste into power, said “I am proud of my project because I did
work really hard on it and to see my work bear the fruit of my labor was great.” Russell
Whealdon presented his project looking at retrofitting Seattle homes for better strength
during earthquakes and won an honorable mention in his category. Presenting a very
applicable project, Jeremy Vicencio showed judges his novel material for absorbing and
diffusing impact forces.” I was proud to win even one award, and I was proud to represent
O’Dea.”

Conceptual Physics 

As we head out the door for Easter break, our young physickers look back over the past
few weeks with waves of farewell, and, also waves of sound, and all the waves of the
electromagnetic spectrum. We’ve learned that sound travels in longitudinal waves, and
light, and all of its brethren EM ‘s move as transverse waves. We watched the Tacoma
Narrows bridge collapse in 1940 due to resonance and natural frequency, the Cypress
Structure in Oakland fall down because of seismic waves inducing forced vibration, a
pretty good preview of the Alaskan Viaduct’s behavior in our next big event. We polarized
light, and found the wavelength, λ, of our favorite radio stations.  Now, time for a break.
But, electrostatics and magnetism are waiting when we get back!

Studio Art 

The Studio Art classes have been working to create some accomplished artwork. Level
one students worked on color mixing for their acrylic landscapes. As an introduction to the
use of oil paint, they got creative with an assignment called “Be Bob Ross, An Original
Landscape.” They are now learning as the students in the Renaissance studios did, by
creating copies of masterworks. Georgia O’Keeffe is the modern master chosen, and
some of the early results are amazing.

   

A Presentation on Human Trafficking 

Article written by Gerardo Apin Jr., '16
 
The seniors in Mr. Schutte’s Theology classes are learning about Catholic Social
Teaching. There are seven major principles such as the “Life and Dignity of the Human
Person” and “The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers” that are relevant to our world
today. On March 14, Mr. Schutte’s Senior Theology classes had the informative
opportunity to learn from an amazing guest speaker, Robert Beiser, the executive director
of Seattle Against Slavery.  He made a presentation about the problems related to
human trafficking here in Washington State. Seattle Against Slavery is a non-profit
organization whose mission is to fight against all forms of human trafficking through
education, advocacy, and collaboration with local and national partners. Students learned
about human trafficking, how to stop it, and what we can do as high school students to
help. After the presentation, many students felt they had a deepened awareness of this
major issue and found the need to help put an end to human trafficking and actively live
Catholic Social Teaching.

Faith & Service
Beards for Bros - "Fighting Irish, Fighting Cancer" 

Article written by Jacob Ceppolina '16 

From February 22nd through March 22nd, O’Dea put on the second annual Beards for
Bros Fundraiser. The purpose of Beards for Bros was to raise awareness about cancer in
the school community since it is something that nearly everyone has been affected by.
The main way for students to participate was to become an official beard grower. Beard
growers raised at least $100 and then they were able to grow out their beards for the
entire month. If the students could not grow beards, they were still able to help out by
sponsoring a grower or buying a t-shirt, wristband, or lanyard. This year, the goal of
$10,000 was surpassed and all of the money raised went to support the Seattle Children's
Adolescent and Young Adult Cancer Program. The Seattle Children’s Development
Coordinator, Melissa Cardenas, attended our closing assembly to celebrate our
accomplishments; she was beyond grateful for our efforts! The 2016 Beards for Bros
campaign was a great success which will hopefully be continued for years to come. 

Student Life
JSA Convention 

On Saturday, March 5th, O’Dea’s JSA chapter sponsored a mini-convention at O’Dea High
School.  There were about 50 students participating in the conference, which was co-
sponsored by Forest Ridge.  Students from a number of high schools were in attendance,
including a car-load from Sunset High School in Portland.

JSA conventions always include a few humorous debate topics, but the theme of this
particular conference  –  CONspiracy!  –  bordered on the Twilight Zone.  Among the
debate topics were:  “Resolved: The moon landing of 1969 was faked”, “Resolved: The
government (deliberately) injects poisons into the atmosphere via the exhaust trails of
commercial jet airliners”, and “Resolved: Reptilian Shapeshifters are running the world
with their New World Order”.

The JSA Spring Congress will be held at the Doubletree at South Center on April 23rd &
24th, and will have eight O’Dea students in attendance.  Juniors Matthew Fricke and Owen
Macaulay will both be on the ballot for Mayor of the Greater Puget Sound Region for the
2016 – 2017 school year.  Good luck to both O’Dea candidates!
 

O'Dea Students Experience St. Patrick's Day Fun

To help celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, about 40 dedicated members of O’Dea’s Celtic
Heritage Club and other students volunteered at this year’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade in
downtown Seattle on March 12. Braving strong winds, our students marched down
4th Ave. carrying the parade banners and representing the Fighting Irish for the Seattle
community.
 
Then, on St. Patrick’s Day, Father Ryan led our student body in a meaningful Mass for St.
Patrick in St. James Cathedral. Drawing from the life of St. Patrick, Father Ryan offered a
compelling message to our students about how no one is too young to take up the call of
Jesus and live a life for others.  Later that day, the Seattle Police Pipes & Drums band
gave a rousing special musical performance in the O’Dea gym in front of a cheering
O’Dea student body crowd. The band, which was formed to honor the memories of those
who have served in law enforcement, wowed the audience with precision marching and a
wide range of moving and upbeat traditional Irish songs.
 
“As the Fighting Irish and our legacy of being founded by the Irish Christian Brothers, it is
fitting that we celebrated and honored St. Patrick in so many fun and meaningful ways this
year,” said Mr. Daniel P. Mullen, Limerick House Dean and Celtic Heritage Club
moderator.    

O'Dea Student Intern - One Day's Wages 

Article written by Jacob Ceppolina '16 

This January, I started an internship at a company called One Day’s Wages, which is
based in Seattle. One Day’s wWages is a nonprofit whose goal is to eliminate extreme
global poverty within our lifetime. They believe that if someone donates their wages from
only one day of work, it will not make too big of an impact on them, but it could change the
life of a person living in extreme poverty. This opportunity first came to me through Mr.
Olinger while I was in leadership class. I interviewed, and began in early January as the
O’Dea Community Engagement Intern. In this role, I help with thanking donors, reaching
out to campaigners, researching possible future business partners, and eventually,
planning my own campaign. One of the reasons I enjoy this job is because it is a way to
make a difference in places that it would be hard to actually get to. For example, even
though it may not be possible to go to Syria and help out with the refugee crisis right now,
I can assist in spreading news about the issue to people who may have not been aware.
In addition, I am able to give people advice and examples on how they can make a
positive impact themselves, and I am helping to form a relationship between One Day’s
Wages and O’Dea. 

           

Admissions

Alumni
30th Annual O'Dea Golf Tournament 

The 30th Annual O'Dea Golf Tournament is fast approaching.  If you have not already
done so, please mark your calendars. 

When: Monday, June 20, 2016
Where: Golf Club at Newcastle
Time: 1:30PM Shotgun Start
Cost: $175/golfer
Additional registration information will be available in April. 

Please note that the O’Dea Golf Tournament is open to everyone, 21+, not just O’Dea
Alumni! To help sponsor our tournament, please contact David Mazzeo in the
Development Office at 206-622-0722, or dmazzeo@odea.org. GO IRISH! 

Alumni Class Notes 

O’Dea Alumni everywhere are celebrating milestones and making positive impacts in their
communities. Here are just a few of the more recent accomplishments or momentous
occasions to be celebrated: 

Congratulations to two members of the O’Dea Basketball Varsity Coaching Staff, Ryland
Brown ’97 and Gene Woodward ’99. Under the guidance of Head Coach Jason Kerr,
these men helped lead the O’Dea Irish Basketball Team to a second place finish in the
2016 State Tournament. Way to go Irish!

The Jones brothers, Jeff Jones '70, Michael Jones '66 and Donny Jones, father of
current junior and basketball player, Peter Jones '17, posed for a photo as they cheered
on the Irish in the State Championship Basketball Game. 

    

Welcome home, Albert Jaimes ’99, and congratulations on the new job with the
hometown Seattle Mariners! Jaimes worked the past 12 seasons, winning three World
Titles, with the San Francisco Giants.

Development
GiveBIG! "Together We Can Make an Impact" 

The 6th annual GiveBIG day is scheduled for May 3, 2016! GiveBIG is a collective
giving strategy to invest in the future of Seattle. Last year all donations made on GiveBIG
day through the Seattle Foundation were matched at 8%. 

Be sure to mark May 3, 2016 on your calendar and consider a gift to O’Dea High School. 
We will include more information in the May 1st addition of O’Dea Today.  Thanks for you
support!
 

Character. Faith. Service.
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